nocent Japanese men, women, and chil- 
dren who were killed or wounded in Hiro- 
shima. I hope that he will, in turn, join 
with me in grieving for the many thou- 
sands who lie in military cemeteries in 
Italy, France, and many other places or 
who suffer from physical and/or mental 
wounds more than five decades after their 
injuries. I hope he will remember, too, 
the more than two thousand servicemen 
who were listed as missing and whose 
families could not even give them decent 
burials. 

If Professor Kazemek would like to add 
to his extensive reading list, he might 
want to consider war from the foot sol- 
dier’s viewpoint. This view has been well 
presented by some gifted authors: The Red 
Badge of Courage, by Stephen Crane; 
All Quiet on the Western Front, by Erich 
Maria Remarque; The Naked and the 
Dead, by Norman Mailer; The Young 
Lions, by Irwin Shaw: and Combat Sol- 
dier, by Major Gen. James Fry. 

Professor Kazemek is right in one thing 
at least: “Perhaps we can help children 
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grow into adults who will make the 21st 
century the most peaceful in history. The 
signs are not encouraging, however.” It 
is my opinion that we can help children 
by never allowing ourselves to be lulled 
into believing that war is inevitable and 
by maintaining an adequate defensive 
force not to promote war, but to preserve 
peace. — Robert W. Kochenour, Cham- 
bersburg, Pa. 


New Hope for 
Kentucky Reform 


Just as Sen. Joseph McCarthy labeled 
everyone who disagreed with him a Com- 
munist, the designers of the Kentucky 
Education Reform Act are labeling any- 
one who disagrees with them right-wing 
fanatics. 

I have been a lifelong liberal, and I and 
many other Kentucky teachers greeted 
the reform with enthusiasm and excite- 
ment. Therefore, we are doubly disturbed 
by and disappointed with the results. Ex- 
pensive experimentation with little evi- 


dence of efficacy; state control and regu- 
lation; increased demoralization of dedi- 
cated, stressed school personnel through 
high-stakes testing; and a general at- 
mosphere of coercion and intimidation of 
schools and parents do not inspire one to 
claim ownership of the change process. 

“Redirecting Reform: Challenges to 
Popular Assumptions About Teachers 
and Students,” by David Clark and Terry 
Astuto (March), is the most relevant dis- 
cussion I have seen to date in regard to 
what is happening in Kentucky. The au- 
thors are right on target in their analysis. 
Real reform will occur only when people 
are seen as more than the means of pro- 
duction. Schools cannot be singled out to 
be held responsible for society’s failed in- 
stitutions. External agencies should be 
worrying about how they can help us — 
not how they can dominate us. Many par- 
ents in Kentucky are poised to abandon 
the public schools. This article offers new 
hope that real change might still occur if 
efforts can be redirected. — Teresa Ste- 
phens, Louisville. K) 
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